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EDITORIAL

Science communication

Science and technology are important and relevant in
RXUGDLO\OLYHVDQGSOD\DYHU\VLJQL¿FDQWUROHLQVRFLHW\
by providing lasting solutions to the problems faced
by society both on governance and technical issues.
Decision making at all levels needs to be based on
VFLHQWL¿FPHWKRGRORJ\DQGLQIRUPDWLRQ
 )RUWKHVHVROXWLRQVWREHFRPHDUHDOLW\WKHVFLHQWLVWV
and technologists of the country have to play leading
UROHV6RFLHW\KDVWRXQGHUVWDQGDSSUHFLDWHDQGVXSSRUW
science and scientists who work towards achieving
VFLHQWL¿F VROXWLRQV IRU VRFLHWDO SUREOHPV 6RFLHWDO
support for science will become a reality when scientists
VXFFHVVIXOO\ FRPPXQLFDWH WKHLU UHVHDUFK ¿QGLQJV WR
SHRSOH DQG SROLF\ PDNHUV SDUWLFXODUO\ RQ LVVXHV WKDW
DIIHFWWKHVRFLHW\DWODUJH&XUUHQWO\WKHUHVHHPVWREHD
communication gap in this respect. This major challenge
has to be overcome for our society to go forward. How
can this be achieved?
The answer lies in proper science education where
the skill of science communication is instilled in all
school children. Today’s scientists including university
DFDGHPLFV VXFFHVVIXOO\ FRPPXQLFDWH WKHLU ¿QGLQJV
to fellow scientists mostly as publications in reputed
VFLHQWL¿FMRXUQDOV7KLVLVQRGRXEWHVVHQWLDO+RZHYHULW
is doubtful as to whether this most important information
reaches the people and policy makers. It is essential
for this information to reach people as well as policy
PDNHUVZKRFDQDSSO\WKLVVFLHQWL¿FNQRZOHGJHWRVROYH
problems the country faces.

6XFFHVVIXO VFLHQWLVWV KDYH PDVWHUHG PDQ\ VFLHQWL¿F
VNLOOV+RZHYHUWKHVNLOORIVFLHQFHFRPPXQLFDWLRQLVQRW
RQHRIWKHP$VDUHVXOWWKHLUNQRZOHGJHGRHVQRWUHDFK
the people. It is the scientists’ responsibility to reach the
SHRSOHWKURXJKPDVVPHGLDLQDOOODQJXDJHVSDUWLFXODUO\
in Sinhala and Tamil. The few scientists who endeavour
to reach the people do not appear to get adequate support
from both the print and electronic media. The country’s
media should give more importance for disseminating
VFLHQWL¿F LQIRUPDWLRQ HQDEOLQJ WKH JHQHUDO SXEOLF DV
ZHOODVVFKRROFKLOGUHQWREHQH¿WIURPWKHHIIRUWVRIRXU
scientists.
The gap in science communication can be overcome
partly by the media organisations having staff with
special skills in science communication enabling them
to regularly include feature programmes to disseminate
science information in collaboration with scientists.
,Q DGGLWLRQ WKH XQLYHUVLWLHV DQG VFLHQWL¿F LQVWLWXWLRQV
DV ZHOO DV OHDUQHG VFLHQWL¿F VRFLHWLHV FDQ DVVLVW LQ WKLV
endeavour by having their own publicity units with the
UHVSRQVLELOLW\ RI FRQYH\LQJ VLJQL¿FDQW ¿QGLQJV RI WKHLU
scientists to the people and policy makers.
Media appears to give high priority for
disseminating news on the current political situation in
WKHFRXQWU\SDUWLFXODUO\E\REWDLQLQJYLHZVGLUHFWO\IURP
politicians. It is highly desirable if similar importance is
given to get views from scientists on topics relevant to
the society.
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